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CACHE WATER DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
FEBRUARY 13, 2017 

MINUTES 

 

The Cache Water District Board of Trustees convened in a regular session on February 13, 2017 at 12:00 
noon at Herm’s Inn, 1435 Canyon Road, Logan, Utah 84321. 
 
ATTENDANCE 

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD IN ATTENDANCE: 

Jeannie F. Simmonds – Logan #1 Council District 
Barbara Y. Tidwell – Logan #2 Council District 
Herm Olsen – Logan #3 Council District 
Max Pierce – North Council District 
Bret Randall – Northeast Council District 
Jonathan W. Hardman – South Council District 
Shaun Dustin – Southeast Council District 
David L. Erickson – At-Large Position 
Jared Clawson – At-Large Position 
Jon White – At-Large Position 
Don Baldwin – Agricultural Representative 
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ABSENT: 

 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mark Anderson - Attorney 
Robert M. Fotheringham – Cache County 
Craig W Buttars – Cache County 
Jill N. Zollinger – Cache County Clerk/Auditor 
Clayton Gefre – Herald Journal 
Janeen Allen – Cache County 
 

 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Cache County Water Manager, Robert Fotheringham, at 12:00 noon. 
 
SWEARING-IN OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Board of Trustees members were sworn in by Jill N. Zollinger, Cache County Clerk / Auditor 
 
Members of the board then introduced themselves and gave a brief background including their interest and 
experience in water management.  
 
 
 



 

Page 2 of 5 

 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

 

USU Funding 

Fotheringham advised the board of some funding that is coming available through USU extension with a 
50/50 match. He has been in correspondence with the university about some projects that they may 
consider with the funds they have available, and he will let the board know as he gets more information 
from them. 
 

Northern Utah Water Conference Panel Discussion – April 5, 2017 

The conference will be held in the Optical Research Auditorium at the Research Park on the USU campus. 
In conjunction with this conference, they would like to have a panel discussion with members of this 
board to discuss the new water conservancy district. Fotheringham asked for four or five volunteers to be 
on the panel. The following members said they could be on the panel: David Erickson, Don Baldwin, Jon 
White, Jeannie Simmonds, and Jared Clawson. Other members of the board were invited to attend the 
conference. 
 

Budget for State Auditor 

Fotheringham received a call from the State Auditor’s Office saying the Cache Water District is 
delinquent in submitting its budget to the state. He deferred time to Mark Anderson to discuss this issue 
later in the meeting during his report 
 
Determine Regular Meeting Schedule – Place and Time 

Fotheringham said that after contacting each of the members of the board he found the following dates to 
be most conducive for regular meetings of the district: 2nd Wednesday, 4th Thursday, any Friday or 
Monday. Members discussed it and decided to try meeting the 2nd Wednesday of each month from 1:00 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 

ACTION: A motion was made by Dustin and seconded by Simmonds to hold the 

regular meetings of the Cache Water District Board of Trustees on the second 

Wednesday of each month from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. The vote in favor was 

unanimous, 11-0. 

 

Anderson noted that public hearing meetings will have to be held in the evening according to state code 
and the board may want to consider holding some meetings in the evening in the interest of making it 
more convenient for the public to attend. 
 

Determine Terms of Office 

Fotheringham said that it needs to be determined which positions on this initial board will be two years 
and which will be four years. 
 
Anderson explained possibilities for term lengths being one and three years, two and four years, or three 
and five years depending on which election cycle the board of trustees will be on the ballot, municipal or 
general. By default, special districts are on the municipal election cycle. If the board would prefer to be on 
the general election cycle, they need to petition the Lieutenant Governor to have it moved to that cycle for 
the next election in 2018. Anderson recommended this item be on the agenda for the next meeting.  
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ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

Organization 

Anderson distributed a Manual for Local and Special Service Districts from the State Auditor’s Office. 
The manual is a part of these minutes as “Attachment A.” He said that the next board meeting should have 
as an action item the election of a Chair and a Vice Chair. 
 

Bylaws  

According to Anderson, the board of trustees is not bound by the bylaws created by the working group 
prior to the creation of the Cache Water District. However, many of the members of the board had a part 
in the creation of the bylaws, and there was a lot of thought and input from members of the community to 
make them as fair and palatable as possible to all the citizens of Cache County. Therefore, it would serve 
the board well to become familiar with them and consider adopting them in a future meeting. 
 
Much of the contents of the bylaws are required by state law. They include a detailed description of the 
officers the board needs to have and the duties of those officers. Until and unless the district hires a 
general manager, the chair of the board will be responsible for the day-to-day activities of the district. In 
addition to deciding who the officers will be, the board needs to determine what kind of staffing needs the 
district will have and how to staff it. Up until now, this has been provided by the county and can continue 
to be provided by the county if that is what the board desires and it is approved by the County Council. 
However, this water conservancy district is not a subsidiary of the county in any way. It is an independent, 
stand-alone local district. 
 
Title 17B of the State Code covers all the types of local districts. Water conservancy districts are also 
subject to Title 17C Chapter 2A Part 10. 
 
Dustin asked for clarification of the terms of office on the different election cycles. Anderson 
recommended that the board petition the Lieutenant Governor to be put on the general election cycle 
because that is one of the main campaign issues that the water district ran on. 
 
Another thing to consider in determining what election cycle to select and which positions are two and 
which positions are four years is that State Code will not allow an elected official to be a candidate for 
more than one office in the same election year. Moving to the general election cycle will mean that any 
mayors or city council members can be on the ballot, but county council members will have to make sure 
it is not the same year as their council term is up for re-election. 
 
Anderson explained a little bit more in detail what the duties of the officers would be. Chair and Vice 
Chair are the only positions required to be elected by the board. The law also requires that the district 
have: 

� Clerk: responsible for making sure the meetings are recorded and minutes are prepared and is 
responsible for the financial records of the district and the money going out. 

� Treasurer: responsible for all the revenue coming in and investing and safeguarding it 
� Records Officer: could be the clerk, treasurer, or other officer 

 
 This district is unique because there is no income or assets yet. It may be some time before it can provide 
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services. The board will decide what the purpose of the district is and what it will do. 
Anderson recommended having a review and approval or amendment of the bylaws as an action item on 
the next meeting’s agenda. 
 
Also, he recommended the creation of policies and procedures for the district in a future meeting sooner 
than later. Until they are adopted, the district is required to operate under the state’s rules. 
 
Budgeting 

Anderson distributed a budget summary which is part of these minutes as “Attachment B.” He reported 
that he called the state and explained that the district is late in submitting a budget because it was just 
created. The state agreed to give the district a little time to submit the budget, but Anderson noted that it 
cannot spend a dime before it has submitted a budget to the state that is approved. 
 
Interlocal Agreement 

Anderson understands that the county intends to take money from its budget earmarked for the Water 
Department and transfer it to the Cache Water District. He believes that can be done with an interlocal 
agreement and it should probably be an action item on the next agenda, as well. He didn’t expect the 
board to approve the interlocal agreement at the next meeting, but believes it should be discussed and 
put in place as soon as feasibly possible. Buttars said the amount budgeted for the Water Department is 
about $250,000. 
 

White said it makes more sense to him to transfer the amount to the water district necessary to operate 
on and keep the majority of the budget with the county for the Water Manager to use for ongoing 
projects until the district is more established. Anderson agreed and said that the board and the county 
need to spell out the terms of the transfer in the interlocal agreement. 
 
Buttars added that there are potential funding sources in addition to the $250,000 earmarked from the 
County such as the USU grants for which the district may apply. Anderson agreed but reiterated that if 
the district receives revenue from any additional source, it must be reflected in the budget. 
 
Anderson touched on the subject of bonding stating that each of the board members should be bonded 
for a certain amount determined by the board. Buttars added that the district should also acquire liability 
coverage as an entity. Anderson suggested this be done as soon as possible. 
  
Other Items 

 
 

OPEN ITEMS 

 
Fotheringham asked where the board would like to hold its meetings. Simmonds offered the Logan City 
conference room, and Fotheringham said the County multipurpose room is available, as well. The board 
decided the meetings can be held in either location. 
 
Anderson referred to one last handout regarding online local district board member training. It is part of 
the minutes as “Attachment C.” He noted that each member is required by law to complete an online 
course on the Open and Public Meetings Act each year. In addition, within one year from the start of a 
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term in office or renewal of a term, board members are required to complete training provided by the 
State Auditor in conjunction with the Utah Association of Special Districts. 
 
ADJOURN 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 
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