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CACHE WATER DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
MAY 15, 2017 

MINUTES 

 

The Cache Water District Board of Trustees convened in a regular session on May 15, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Cache County Historic Courthouse, County Council Chambers, 199 North Main Street, Logan, Utah. 
 
ATTENDANCE 

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD IN ATTENDANCE: 

Herm Olsen – Logan #3 Council District 
Max Pierce – North Council District 
Jonathan W. Hardman – South Council District 
Shaun Dustin – Southeast Council District 
Jon White – At-Large Position 
Jared Clawson – At-Large Position 
David L. Erickson – At-Large Position 
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ABSENT: 

Jeannie F. Simmonds – Logan #1 Council District 
Barbara Y. Tidwell – Logan #2 Council District 
Bret Randall – Northeast Council District 
Don Baldwin – Agricultural Representative 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 

Craig W Buttars – Cache County 
Robert M. Fotheringham 
Lisa Welsh – Utah State University 
Bryan Dixon 
Hilary Shughart 
Jim Watterson 
Barb Watterson 
Jason Watterson  
Blaise Chanson 
Scott Clark 
Janeen Allen – Cache County 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair, Max Pierce at 5:30 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Blaise Chanson – Logan 
Asked that the budget be posted on the website for public viewing prior to the public hearing scheduled 
for June 5th. 
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Also asked that the bylaws with all the proposed changes be posted on the website and noted changes to 
the amendments in section 4.3.1that should be included in the bylaws as previously approved by the Board 
of Trustees. 
 
Asked that the draft minutes also be posted so the public can review before the next board meeting. 
Clawson said he checked into the legality of it and was told that it is legal to post minutes before they are 
approved, but most boards don’t post them in draft form. 
 
Asked that the website be kept up-to-date  
 
Hilary Shughart 
Said that she believes Cache County posts the minutes to their website in draft form. 
 
Bryan Dixon 
Expressed agreement with Chanson and Shughart that it would be a good thing to be able to read the draft 
minutes before the upcoming board meeting. The minutes could have the DRAFT watermark clearly 
showing they are not yet approved. 
 
Clawson said he would follow up on the issue and find out for sure because some board members said 
they were still unsure if it is legal to post them in draft form or not. 
 
ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

 

1. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES (MAY 1, 2017) 

 
ACTION: Motion was made by Olsen and seconded by White to approve the 

May 15, 2017 agenda of the Cache Water District. The vote in favor was 

unanimous, 6-0 with 5 absent 

 

ACTION: Motion was made by Clawson and seconded by White to approve the 

May 1, 2017 minutes of the Cache Water District meeting as written. The vote in 

favor was unanimous, 6-0 with 5 absent 

 

Pierce urged members of the board to make sure they read and review the minutes of the previous 
meetings so they aren’t just approving them without review. 

 

2. SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR JUNE 5, 2017 AT 6:30 P.M. – Cache Water District Budget 
Olsen asked if they could move the time of the public hearing for the budget to 6:00 p.m. 
 

ACTION: Motion was made by Erickson and seconded by Hardman to set a 

public hearing for June 5, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. for the Cache Water District 

Budget. The vote in favor was unanimous, 6-0 with 5 absent 

 
Hardman noted that the cost of the booth for the Fair was $250 and was paid from the funds left from 
the Promotion Committee which was to be used for educational purposes. Any additional costs will be 
covered from the same fund. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

1. INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT UPDATE 
Clawson contacted Mark Anderson regarding the Interlocal agreement and thought that the agreement 
had been sent to each of the board members. However, none of them had received the agreement. He 
said he would make sure it is sent out to all the board members this time, and the board will discuss it 
at the next meeting. 
 

2. BYLAWS 
The bylaws with all the proposed changes have not been posted to the website nor been reviewed by 
the board. It will be discussed at a future meeting. 
 

3. BUDGET REVIEW 
Dustin said he had done some research regarding the Personnel line item. He believes that $100,000 
will be okay for this year because it won’t represent a full year. When benefits and insurance are 
factored in, he thinks it will be more like $135,000 next year, and the district will want to keep the 
salary competitive with other districts on the Wasatch Front. This district will need to bring someone 
in who can stand up for Cache County when dealing with other entities.  
 

4. GRANT PRESENTATION – RICHARD PERALTA 
Peralta presented a proposal for grant funding from USDA and NIFA for a study that would address 
potential improvement of long-term agricultural systems. The powerpoint presentation is part of these 
minutes as “Attachment A.” Peralta asked the board if he could list Cache County as a cooperator in 
the study on the letter of intent he will be submitting in a few days. 
 

5:56 p.m. – Dustin arrived 

 
In the discussion following the presentation, White expressed that in his opinion, the study doesn’t fit 
Cache County. In theory, it sounds good, but he didn’t think there was a practical application in Cache 
County until the laws of the state change. 
 
Dustin wondered if the data could be beneficial for Cache County in the future.  
Pierce’s argument was that the information may be useful, but the application would have to be 
adopted by every community in the county. 
Fotheringham added that the parameters could be more customized to Cache County and would aid in 
future decisions of the Cache Water District. 
 
Peralta noted that the tool coming from the study could also be instrumental in changing state law. He 
believes this can lead to intelligent, creative solutions for Cache County that would come from this 
study.  
 
Olsen said he sees no downside to gathering information and there is no fiscal obligation required 
from Cache County at this time. 
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ACTION: Motion was made by Olsen and seconded by Dustin to approve the 

Cache Water District being listed as a cooperator in this study. The vote in favor 

was unanimous, 7-0 with 4 absent 
 

5. PACIFICORP MEETING REVIEW 
Simmonds, Hardman and Pierce attended the public meeting and spoke with representatives from 
Pacificorp who would like to present their proposal to raise Cutler Dam to the Cache Water District. 
Because of the other items already on the agenda for the June meeting, the board discussed and 
decided to have a second meeting in June to allow Pacificorp to present their proposal. 
 

ACTION: Motion was made by Dustin and seconded by Olsen to hold a special 

meeting of the Cache Water District on June 19, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. specifically to 

hear from Pacificorp, and to move the July 3, 2017 regular Cache Water District 

meeting to July 10, 2017 because of the holiday. The vote in favor was 

unanimous, 7-0 with 4 absent   
 

6. BEAR RIVER WORK GROUP / WATER RESOURCES PRESENTATION AT JUNE MEETING 
Pierce noted that Simmonds has coordinated with this group and scheduled for them to come to the 
June meeting. They will need 30 – 45 minutes. 
 
Fotheringham said Josh Palmer from Water Resources would like to speak to the district board 
regarding money that the legislature gave to Water Resources for water conservation. Palmer wants to 
make it available to the Cache Water District but it requires a 50/50 match and he would like to 
present to the District. Olsen suggested having him come for the June 19th meeting. 
 

 

OPEN ITEMS 

 
Shughart asked who the Bear River Work Group is. Fotheringham said the Bear River Work Group 
represents all of the parties that have interest and are involved in Bear River Development Act. 
 
A question was asked from the audience about the Pacificorp meeting and the reactions of those who 
attended were. Pierce said his impression is that they don’t have a plan yet and they are just gathering 
public input at this point. The format of the meeting was a brief overview and then breakout sessions 
where they were presented with specific data to their area of expertise. He hopes that they will take the 
input they received and post it on their website. 
 
Hardman added that he was a bit disappointed in the meeting format and wished for more in their 
opening presentation. In addition, it was hard to get face-to-face time to ask questions. 
 

 
ADJOURN 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 
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